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Conference Call:  September 20, 2010

Call In- 1-866-953-9689  Password: 665294

4:00 PM ET -- 3:00 PM CT --  2:00 PM MT--  1:00 PM PT

NOTES
1. Welcome &  Introductions – Carl Quiram

Vice-Chair C. Quiram called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  Chair M. Mucha, as well as J. Adams, MP Baldauf, C. Doyle, S. Read, and K. Reester were not in attendance.  Members M. Anderson, C. Dufrechou, H. LaFever, V. Musgrove, K. Riddervold and E. Gottko were present.  F. Anothony, Chair of Sustainability Subcommittee of the Transportation Technical Committee attended the meeting as an invited guest.  Peter King, Executive Director of APWA, and Julia Anastasio, Director of Sustainability, were also present.

2. Approval of August 15th  Meeting Minutes – Carl/ Group 
The August 15th meeting minutes were approved by the Leadership Group.

3. Update of GAT activities
· Content Development for Webpage --  Keith

· No update

· Develop Plan to promote Framework out to Chapters, technical committees, other partner organizations, etc. --  Mary Pat
· No update

· Coordinate with Select Technical Committees --  Michael
· No update

· Work with APWA staff to ensure sustainability principles/concepts are included in APWA PW Institutes, Accreditation and certification programs –Carl
· C. Quiram began to reach out to APWA staff to get started on this GAT task.  There is a general consensus that it is best to put this task on hold until the new Education/ Professional Development Strategic Planning Committee is finished with its five year planning process.  K. Reester is the Center representative on the Strategic Planning Committee. 
· Develop model for creating sustainability committees at the Chapter level and communicate with Chapter leaders, consider revising PACE awards criteria to include sustainability principles – Howard

· H. LaFever reported on the activities of his GAT task team.  The group held one conference call and worked to prioritize their activities on this task.  The group decided to focus first on revising PACE awards criteria and/or developing a new sustainability focuses chapter award (M. Anderson is lead on this) and then develop a strategy to get Chapters to adopt Center recommendations (C. Trexlor will lead this).  E.Gottko suggested that the GAT get this information to the Regional Delegates so that they can pass the information along to the Chapters in their regions. J. Anastasio also shared a Chapter sustainability committee model drafted by the MD/VA/DC Chapter that the GAT can use as it develops a strategy for working with Chapters to get them to create sustainability committees at the chapter level.
· Establish partnership with ICMA --Mary/Julia 
4. Conference Submissions --- Julia

· Proposal submissions for the Sustainability in PW Conference, The North American Snow Conference and the Annual Meeting and Congress in Denver are due SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 Proposals can be submitted at: http://www.apwa.net/CallForPresentations/
· The group discussed potential Congress and Sustainability in Public Works Conference call for presentation proposals.  The group determined that it will submit “How to Write a Sustainability Action Plan” to both Congress and the Sustainability in Public Works Conference.  The group will also submit a proposal on cases studies using the APWA Framework for Sustainable Communities for the Sustainability in Public Works Conference.  Julia will prepare these proposals and submit them on behalf of the Center Leadership Group.
5. Reporter articles  – Julia
· Reporter articles are due February 25, 2011 and should be between 750 and 200 words.

· Volunteers:

· Mary Anderson, Howard LaFever, Kristel Riddervold & Vicki Musgrove, Carlton Dufrechou, Julia Anastasio and Michael Mucha.
6. Updates --- Julia
· P. King provided an update on the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure Project (sustainable infrastructure project rating system project with APWA/ACEC/ASCE).  P. King provided a history of the tool development, reviewed the scope of the rating system and outreach to potential federal partners and other association partners, outlined the current project timeline for the Center Leadership Group.  The Leadership Group was asked to provided substantive comments on the usefulness of the rating system (are we on the right track? Are there adjustments that need to be made?).  F. Anthony shared his opinion on the rating system.  He sees a benefit to public agencies if they adopt use of this system.  He likes how the system takes a broader view and doesn’t define or set the context for use.  He can see the system being used to build consensus on moving forward with certain projects.  H. LaFever offered his opinion on the project.  In general he supports APWA’s participation in this project because will get revenues back in the proportion to what we put in and we will have equal representation on the new entity’s Board of Directors so we will be able to continue to ensure the rating system meetings the needs of local owners.  
· PLEASE send your comments to Julia and Peter ASAP.

· Julia informed the group that a sustainability infoNOW community was created.

· Julia informed the group that APWA’s application and fee was sent to the National Complete Streets Coalition. 

· Julia provided a brief update on the APWA.net web-rewrite.  New site is likely to be live in 2011. 

· Julia asked the group for help in identifying a speaker representing the public sector for the February Click, Listen & Learn webcast on Life Cycle Analysis.   
· Julia informed the group that Keith Reester will be speaking on a panel at the National League of Cities conference in Denver in December. 

· Julia provided an update on 3 grants we recently agreed to partner on

· National Association of Regional Councils:  Developing the Capacity of Local & Regional Stakeholders to Create, Integrate and Implement Federal livability Goals.  DOT funding agency.  Objective: to develop a framework and guidebook for local governments, regional councils and MPOs to use in the creation of regional transportation plans that incorporate the six livability principles of the Interagency Sustainability Partnership. Other partners – NACo, NLC, ICMA. 
· ICLEI—Local Governments for Sustainability: Integrating Drought Preparedness into Long Term Community Sustainability Plans. NOAA funding agency Objective: develop a model for integrating drought planning into community planning processes, with an emphasis on adaptation and mitigation.
· Mid-America Regional Council: Creating Sustainable Places. Funding Agency:  HUD Objective: refine, strengthen and integrate KC metro regional plans, new development policy and capacities to facilitate sustainable development and redevelopment.  Numerous patterns: local government coalition, non-profits (Local and regional) and private sector stakeholders. 
· Julia informed the LG that George Crombie, Peter King and she would be meeting with representatives from ICELI and ICMA to discuss partnership activities.  Julia will brief the group on the outcomes of this meeting during the October conference call. 

7. New items – Carl/Group

· We will add “modifying Framework for Sustainable Communities” item to our next conference call.

· We will add a discussion of ‘Principles of Sustainability” to next agenda.  This item is based on a statement of President George Crombie during the APWA Congress in Boston that one of his priorities is to develop a set of sustainability principles so that public works professionals understand why sustainability is fundamental to success.  

· Excerpt from E-mail Dialogue: Julia, I think too often we gravitate towards a check list, rather than teach principles and the true foundation of sustainability. Before public works managers can believe in sustainability they need to know why it is important. They need to understand that before cutting into the environmental fabric they need to understand the consequences to the land, habitat, air, water, public health and energy consumption by their actions. By a public works manager understanding how our ecosystem is built, the more adapt they will be in designing project that bring about economic propriety, quality of life attributes, and a sustainable environment. Further, you cannot create a sustainable culture in an agency, or a community without understanding why sustainability is critical to mankind in the 21st century. If we ever build a sustainability certification course in APWA, it needs to include three parts: 1. Part A- The Principles of Sustainability Part B- An Understanding of sustainable systems i.e.....solar, wind, energy audits etc.... Part C- Applied applications of Sustainable Systems.   
 

· George Crombie, MPA
Senior Faculty Member, Public Works Administration
Norwich University, School of Graduate Studies
President-Elect, American Public Works Association


· From: Julia Anastasio <janastasio@APWA.NET>
To: George Crombie <crombiegeorge@yahoo.com>
Cc: Michael Mucha <mmucha@ci.olympia.wa.us>; Carl Quiram <cquiram@goffstownnh.gov>
Sent: Tue, August 24, 2010 1:15:27 PM
Subject: Follow-up to Congress
· George: During your opening remarks and when you stopped by the leadership group meeting you mentioned that you would like to see the Center develop a set of sustainability principles for our members to use.  You and I discussed this briefly in Boston but it is clear to me that I was thinking you mean something else.  Could you elaborate on what it is that you are looking for so that we can try to fulfill the task for you?  Thanks, Julia 
· NEXT CONFERENCE CALL:  October 18, 2010.  
8. Adjourn
