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U.S. Senate declares National Public Works Week, May 17-23 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Yesterday the U.S. Senate passed S. Res.145, proclaiming May 17-23, 2009, as National Public Works Week. The U.S. House of representatives passed a companion resolution last week (H. Res. 313).

Instituted as a public education campaign by the American Public Works Association (APWA) in 1960, National Public Works Week calls attention to the importance of public works in community life. 
The Senate resolution “recognizes and celebrates the important contributions that public works professionals make every day to improve the public infrastructure of the United States and the communities those professionals serve and urges citizens and communities throughout the United States to join with representatives of the Federal Government and the American Public Works Association in activities and ceremonies…to pay tribute to the public works professionals of the United States.”

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) introduced the resolution, which was co-sponsored by Ranking Member James Inhofe (R-OK).  

“We applaud and thank Chairwoman Boxer and Ranking Member Inhofe for recognizing the key role of public works leaders in local communities,” said Noel Thompson, APWA president. “National Public Works Week is about honoring the professionals who provide and maintain our transportation and water systems, utilities, emergency response operations and other essential infrastructure.”

The 2009 National Public Works Week theme is Renewal, Revitalization and Reinvestment.

Over the years National Public Works Week observances have taken many forms – from parades and displays of public works equipment to high school essay contests, open houses and programs for civic organizations. The occasion is marked with scores of resolutions and proclamations from mayors and governors. In 1960, the United States Senate passed a resolution affirming the first National Public Works Week. Over the years, Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower, Lyndon B. Johnson and George W. Bush sent letters of acknowledgement and a Presidential Proclamation was signed by John F. Kennedy in 1962.
For more information about National Public Works Week, contact Becky Wickstrom at (202) 218-6736 or bwickstrom@apwa.net, or visit www.apwa.net/npww. 
About APWA

The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works. Originally chartered in 1937, APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. With 64 chapters throughout North America, APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, and has an office in Washington, D.C. 
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