SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES
MEETING SUMMARY

Wednesday, August 5, 2009

PRESENT:
Dave Danielson, Chair

Scott Brandmeier




Marlene Crosby


Andy Haney




Darrell Harrell


Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison

ABSENT:
Larry Stevens, At Large Director



Tom McCurdy

1.
Dave Danielson, Chair, convened the conference call at 10:00 a.m.

2.
The meeting summary from the June 3, 2009 conference call was approved 
3.
Larry Stevens, At Large Director, was unable to participate on the conference call.  
4.
The Editorial Calendar for the Reporter and the authors scheduled for the

the remainder of the year was reviewed and confirmed as follows:



July 15 – Larry Cox, “Wind storm recovery in Galesburg, IL”
5.
A review of the three guaranteed education sessions to be presented at Congress in Columbus in September indicated the following progress:



a.
“Who’s Gonna Take my Place when I’m Gone?” – Succession 




Planning for Small Cities – Don Bruey, Public Works Director,




South Jordan, UT is confirmed as the speaker.

b.
“Levee Update – Safety, Certification and Map Modernization


Issues, Impacts, and Effects on Small Cities/Rural Communities” – Andy has secured two speakers, Craig Kennedy and Karin Jacoby and he will serve as the Moderator.


c.
“What Will We Do When it Rains?” – Ann has confirmed participation by Alan Briley, Scott Brandmeier and Marlene Crosby.  Dave will serve as the Moderator.
6.
Kurt Blomquist, Emergency Management Committee member, was unable to participate in the call.  
7.
Dave Danielson reported little response from any of the national organizations with regard to discussing common issues.  Further emphasis will be placed on this issue in the coming year.  He reported on the summit recently held in New Hampshire with representatives from twelve different organizations which was very successful.  A facilitator chaired the meeting and the outcome was to develop a unified working group for road services and other areas of service.  Dave has recapped this meeting in an article for the Reporter.
8.
Andy Haney gave an update on his attendance at the National Flood Risk Management Policy summit in Maryland as an APWA representative.  He believes the Emergency Management Committee should be more actively involved to be certain all aspects should be included, as well as those issues of small and rural agencies.  Teresa Scott, Laura Berkey, and Peter King will be meeting with others in DC on floodplain management issues later this month.
9.
Ann reported on the response received from the infoNOW posting soliciting authors for articles for the coming year.  The following have been scheduled to date:

August 15th deadline – Dave Danielson, “A Statewide Public Works Summit”


September 15th deadline – Ann Daniels, “Town Hall meetings”

October 15th – John Powell, Savage, MN “Leadership”

November 15th – Mike Adams, Sweet Home, OR “New water treatment plant”


December 15th – Bart Stepp, La Center, WA, “Wetlands project”


January 15th – Bob Hartnett, Rolling Meadows, IL “Citizens Academy”


Committee members were asked to seek out others to write articles and the request will be made during the Town Hall meeting at Congress in Columbus also.

10.
With regard to plans for the Town Hall meeting to be held for Small Cities/Rural Communities at Congress in Columbus, Ann reported that it has been scheduled for Tuesday morning, September 15, at 7:30 a.m. and a continental breakfast will be served.   It will be advertised in the Congress program and a blast email will be sent out to everyone on the SC/RC infoNOW community.  The event will be advertised as an opportunity for members from small/rural cities to share their issues and discuss how current legislation/regulations, etc. may be impacting them.  A request will be sent out on the infoNOW community for topics to be developed for an Agenda for that meeting.  
Dave Danielson will post a request on the SC/RC infoNOW community seeking topics to be discussed and included on the formal agenda for the meeting.

11.
Dates were discussed for the quarterly Town Hall audio conferences to be conducted in the new fiscal year.  By General Consent, the calls will be held on Tuesday afternoons in October, January, March, and May.  Topics will be discussed following the Town Hall meeting at Congress and speakers will be solicited for the programs.  The calls will be free to all participants and advertised on the APWA web page and through the infoNOW community.
12.
Topics for the three guaranteed education sessions for Congress 2010 in Boston, MA was discussed.  Final selection must be made at the meeting in Columbus.  

A list of possible topics for any of the three previously discussed meetings, calls, or education sessions included:

· Levee Safety

· Sustainability – What’s the Center for Sustainability doing?

· Green initiatives

· How are you managing in this tough economic times?

· How do we (public works) make our voices heard at the federal level?

(Discussed as a possible Town Hall call which would include state and/or federal legislators sharing information about overcoming the “big city” legislators while seeking equitable funding.

· What’s the federal government’s obsession with large cities and mega regions?

· OK, I got federal money but it’s costing me more than it’s worth.

Marlene, Scott and Andy shared their experiences with stimulus funds, either with receiving them and trying to work through the red tape or not receiving them due to the size of the community and the inability to compete against the mega regions or metro area legislators.

13.
A reminder was made of the Town Hall meeting for anyone from a Small City/Rural Community at Congress in Columbus on Tuesday morning, September 15, 7:30 – 8:30 in Room D233-234 in the Columbus Convention Center.


Ann will send a list of members of small or rural agencies that are registered to attend APWA Congress from each chapter to committee members so that personal contact can be made to encourage these registrants to participate in the SC/RC Sessions and Town Hall meeting in Columbus.

14.
The next committee meeting will be held on Sunday, September 13, 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. in Room D240 at the Columbus Convention Center.
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