SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES
MEETING SUMMARY

Wednesday, June 3, 2009

PRESENT:
Dave Danielson, Chair

Scott Brandmeier




Darrell Harrell




Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison

ABSENT:
Larry Stevens, At Large Director
Marlene Crosby


Tom McCurdy

Andy Haney

1.
Dave Danielson, Chair, convened the conference call at 10:00 a.m.

2.
The meeting summary from the April 1, 2009 conference call was approved 
3.
Larry Stevens, At Large Director, was unable to participate on the conference call.  
4.
The Editorial Calendar for the Reporter and the authors scheduled for the

the remainder of the year was reviewed and confirmed as follows:



June 15 – Bill Stogsdill “Infrastructure Solution Through Bonding” 


July 15 – Kurt Blomquist “Climate Adapter Planning”



August 15 – TBD

5.
A review of the three guaranteed education sessions to be presented at Congress in Columbus in September indicated the following progress:



a.
“Who’s Gonna Take my Place when I’m Gone?” – Succession 




Planning for Small Cities – Don Bruey, Public Works Director,




South Jordan, UT is confirmed as the speaker.

b.
“Levee Update – Safety, Certification and Map Modernization


Issues, Impacts, and Effects on Small Cities/Rural Communities” – Andy has secured two speakers, Craig Kennedy and Karin Jacoby and he will serve as the Moderator.


c.
“What Will We Do when it Rains?” – Ann has confirmed participation by Alan Briley, City Manager in Elephant Butte, NM.  Alan is also the New Mexico Chapter President.  Scott Brandmeier and Marlene Crosby have also agreed.  Dave will serve as the Moderator.
6.
Through a miscommunication, Kurt Blomquist, Emergency Management Committee member was unable to participate on this call.  Dave Danielson will contact Kurt to invite him to the August call so he can share information about FEMA initiatives that may impact SC/RC members. 
7.
Dave Danielson reported he had not received any communications from other national associations about the possibility of discussing common problems and issues.

8.
In the absence of Andy Haney, Ann asked members to review the information he sent earlier to committee members from the testimony he had presented by the subcommittee he served on for Levee Safety.  Andy made a great presentation before the House Committee on Water Resources and Environment as APWA’s spokesman.  
9.
Ann Daniels reported that the proposal for creating a Certified Public Works Official certification was accepted by the Certification Commission and work will begin after July 1 on the Feasibility Study.  Members may be included in this portion of the project or in the Job Analysis or Item Writing sections of preparation.

10.
With regard to plans for the Town Hall meeting to be held for Small Cities/Rural Communities at Congress in Columbus, Ann reported that it has been scheduled for Tuesday morning, September 15, at 7:30 a.m. and a continental breakfast will be served.   It will be advertised in the Congress program and a blast email will be sent out to everyone on the SC/RC infoNOW community.  The event will be advertised as an opportunity for members from small/rural cities to share their issues and discuss how current legislation/regulations, etc. may be impacting them.  A request will be sent out on the infoNOW community for topics to be developed for an Agenda for that meeting.

Dave Danielson will post a request on the SC/RC infoNOW community seeking topics to be discussed and included on the formal agenda for the meeting.

11.
Committee members discussed the most opportune time for the SC/RC committee meeting at Congress where the Business Plan for the coming year will developed.  Ann will send a schedule of the presentation times for each of the three education sessions and other meetings that might be in conflict and members, including Larry Stevens, will be asked for their preference of three times for the meeting.  The results will be given at the May conference call.
12.
Ann also reported that she will has requested quarterly Town Hall webinars for the coming FY which begins July 1, 2009.  This request has been included in the budget moving forward to the Finance Committee.  Topics will be solicited from the infoNOW community and presenters will be determined once the project has been approved in the budget.    Dave Danielson will seek topics for these sessions with the one infoNOW posting.

13.
Ann reported that invitations for 1 year appointments have been extended and responses have been received from Darrell Harrell, Dave Danielson,


Marlene Crosby, and Scott Brandmeier, as of this date.                
14.
Ann asked members to consider writing an article for next year’s editions of the APWA Reporter or to ask someone they know to do so.  
15.
An invitation will be made at the Town Hall meeting at Congress for additional authors.

16.
During a discussion of new topics of interest, Dave Danielson reported on a Joint meeting of five public works related groups in New Hampshire in an effort to coordinate information and opportunities to work together on public works projects.  Each of the organizations has been asked to send two of their members as representatives.  Dave will provide a follow up when the meeting has been held.

He also shared news of bills that are awaiting signature from the Governor of New Hampshire that will establish a Public Works Memorial which will honor all public works employees killed in the line of duty.  Land for the Memorial was donated by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and the intention is to provide a reflection area and a monument.  Dave will consider writing an article about this worthwhile endeavor that could serve as a model for other states.

17.
Scott shared experiences with implementing the Village’s new stormwater utility.  Darrell told of his city’s involvement with the National League of Cities.

18.
By General Consent, the committee will not hold their regularly scheduled call in July due to the Independence Day holiday.

19.
With no further discussion coming forward, the call was adjourned at 10:25    a.m.
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