SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES
MEETING SUMMARY

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

PRESENT:
Dave Danielson, Chair
Larry Stevens, At Large Director



Scott Brandmeier

Marlene Crosby



Andy Haney


Darrell Harrell


Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison

ABSENT:
Tom McCurdy
1.
Dave Danielson, Chair, convened the conference call at 10:00 a.m.

2.
The meeting summary from the February 4, 2009 conference call was approved as printed.
3.
Larry Stevens, At Large Director, reported on the 7 of the 9 Regional Directors from the Board of Directors participated in the Chapter Leaders Training session in Kansas City last week.  Discussion will be held at the Spring Delegates meeting of some of the strategic planning issues.
4.
The Editorial Calendar for the Reporter and the authors scheduled for the

the remainder of the year was reviewed and confirmed as follows:



March 15 – Scott Brandmeier, “Joint Bidding of Public Works

Projects with other Municipalities” will be submitted his article by the deadline


April 15 – Lowell Patton, “Implementation of a Successful Quality




Assurance Program in a Small City.”



May 15 – Don Bruey “Safety in Public Works.”



June 15 – Bill Stogsdill “Infrastructure Solution Through Bonding”



July 15 – Kurt Blomquist “Climate Adapter Planning”



August 15 – TBD

5.
A review of the three guaranteed education sessions to be presented at Congress in Columbus in September indicated the following progress:



a.
“Who’s Going to take my place when I’m Gone?” – Succession 




Planning for Small Cities – Don Bruey, Public Works Director,




South Jordan, UT is confirmed as the speaker.

b.
Levee Safety Issues – Andy Haney is working to confirm speakers with acknowledged the lack of enthusiasm of FEMA

and Corps of Engineers staff members to commit to participation.

c.
“What Will We Do when it Rains?” – Ann is waiting for a response to the invitation from Art Pizzano, City Manager in Fairfield, OH.  Marlene Crosby is willing to participate as the Public Works Director pending some issues at her work place at the moment and asked that a second speaker be contacted, as well, in the event she cannot attend Congress, and Dave Danielson agreed to contact Lon Hultgren, Public Works Director, Mansfield, CT to address finance issues.

6.
Dave Danielson reported little progress on making additional contact with other associations about similar issues everyone shares but he is continuing to make contacts.  Scott Brandmeier has made an initial contact with someone from the WI SWANA chapter and will continue working on this issue.
7.
Andy Haney stated he has not received any further information from the Office of Management and Budget with regard to the presentation from the Levee Safety Committee he participated on.  At the request of his Mayor, he
sent his copy of the article he has submitted for publication in the APWA Reporter to the KS Congressional delegation.  Other committee members will consider doing something similar
8.
Ann Daniels reported that the proposal for creating a Certified Public Works Official certification has been forwarded to the Certification Commission for their review and determination if all the necessary information has been provided which would allow them to make a recommendation to the Board of Directors that the Certification move forward.
9.
With regard to plans for the Town Hall meeting to be held for Small Cities/Rural Communities at Congress in Columbus, Ann reported that it has been scheduled for Tuesday morning, September 15, at 7:30 a.m. and a continental breakfast will be served.   It will be advertised in the Congress program and a blast email will be sent out to everyone on the SC/RC infoNOW community.  The event will be advertised as an opportunity for members from small/rural cities to share their issues and discuss how current legislation/regulations, etc. may be impacting them.  A request will be sent out on the infoNOW community for topics to be developed for an Agenda for that meeting.

Committee members will also be meeting for a two hour meeting during Congress to discuss their Strategic Plan for the coming year.  That date and time will be discussed and reported back.

10.
Ann also reported that she will has requested quarterly Town Hall webinars for the coming FY which begins July 1, 2009.  Topics will be solicited from the infoNOW community and presenters will be determined once the project has been approved in the budget.  A request was also made for the group to become a formal committee with a face-to-face meeting in the Spring but that will be determined by fiscal demands on the budget.
11.
Ann Daniels asked the members for their interest in continuing on for another one year appointment to this committee for the upcoming year, which begins in September.  Nominations are currently being finalized and the invitations will be issued by President-Elect Larry Koehle in late April.  She will forward the names of Andy, Scott, Dave, Darrell, and Marlene for re-appointment.

12.
Andy mentioned issues with the new Stimulus program.  The State of KS is only offering to loan the stimulus money for water and wastewater projects 
rather than a direct pass through as a grant.  Transportation seems to be the only one with funds going directly to their projects.  The bulk of the funds for transportation in MO and KS is going to two Metropolitan Planning Organizations.  Dave Danielson will forward the list he has received to the committee members after this call.  Dave reported on a meeting he attended with Water and Wastewater groups in DC last week where they were told it was possible that some loans might be forgiven or interest reduced but nothing has been formally decided.   Marlene and Scott reported having difficulty getting a list of the funds to be released in their states.  The inequity of funding to small agencies and counties continues to be a major problem.
Andy suggested that APWA needs to be better able to respond immediately that things are not going as promised by President Obama and the funds are not going to all agencies, as well as the lack of information about how the programs will be managed or guidelines for applying.

Dave stated that the northeast is having problems, too, with transportation funding being designated for “repaving roads” but with no specifics given.

Questions were asked about the concept that if the funds were all going to the mega MPOs, how were the smaller Regional Planning Commissions to have access.  There was no response given to this question during the meeting.

It has been stated that 85% of the funding is going to be expended with 15% of the population directly being benefitted.  

Scott mentioned that his state has no criteria set for disbursing the funds.

Dave reported visiting with all the Congressional Representatives for the New England Chapter, with the exception of one, about the issue of small cities and rural communities and each was receptive while he was standing in their presence.

Scott submitted an application through the Forestry Commission for a street canopy program to remove the Emerald Ash bore problem.  The deadline for the grant application was two days away and hourly deadlines were moved up several times with no notification that the very earliest time was used for final receipt.  An appeal was made and applications received by the 9:00 a.m. deadline were accepted.  It appears the funds had already been committed and the application process was a formality.
Members were directed to the Recovery website at www.recovery.gov and a lively discussion followed.  Dave Danielson will forward the summary document he has and Ann will provide a link to the document and share the link with everyone so they can use this information to share with their Congressional delegations.  An additional link to EPA’s page was received immediately following the call and can be found at www.epa.gov/recovery/
13,
With no further discussion coming forward, the call was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

14.
The next regularly scheduled conference call will be held on April 1, 2009.
