SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES
MEETING SUMMARY

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

PRESENT:
Dave Danielson, Chair
Larry Stevens, At Large Director



Scott Brandmeier

Marlene Crosby



Andy Haney


Tom McCurdy



Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison

ABSENT:
Darrell Harrell, due to ice emergency

1.
Dave Danielson, Chair, convened the conference call at 10:02 a.m.

2.
The meeting summary from the January 7, 2009 conference call.

3.
Larry Stevens, At Large Director, reported on the Board of Directors


in Kansas City, MO this past weekend.  He shared information about the

 Strategic Planning workshop and plans for sharing that information with stakeholders, including Delegates, Technical Committee members, and others.  He shared the discussion of the Board about the request from this group for a First Timers reduction in the registration fee.  The matter was forwarded to the Finance Committee for discussion and a report will be provided at the June Board of Directors meeting.  Discussion of a virtual chapter was held and elicited good feedback.
Committee members expressed thanks to Larry for taking the First Timers reduced fee for Congress forward for Board discussion.

4.
The Editorial Calendar for the Reporter and the authors scheduled for the

the remainder of the year was reviewed and confirmed as follows:



February 15 deadline – “Levee Safety” – Andy Haney



March 15 – Scott Brandmeier, “Joint Bidding of Public Works




Projects with other Municipalities”



April 15 – Lowell Patton, “Implementation of a Successful Quality




Assurance Program in a Small City.”



May 15 – Don Bruey “Safety in Public Works.”



June 15 – Bill Stogsdill “Infrastructure Solution Through Bonding”



July 15 – Kurt Blomquist “Climate Adapter Planning”



August 15 – TBD

5.
A review of the three guaranteed education sessions to be presented at Congress in Columbus in September indicated the following progress:



a.
“Who’s Going to take my place when I’m Gone?” – Succession 




Planning for Small Cities – Don Bruey, Public Works Director,




South Jordan, UT is confirmed as the speaker.

b.
Levee Safety Issues – Andy Haney is working to confirm speakers with acknowledged the lack of enthusiasm of FEMA

and Corps of Engineers staff members to commit to participation.

c.
“What Will We do when it Rains?” – Ann is waiting for a response to the invitation from Art Pizzano, City Manager in Fairfield, OH.  Marlene Crosby is willing to participate as the Public Works Director pending some issues at her work place at the moment, and Dave Danielson agreed to contact Lon Hultgren, Public Works Director, Mansfield, CT to address finance issues.

6.
Dave Danielson reported having attempted to contact the Kansas SWANA representative Andy Haney had provided in order to discuss possible coordination with other national groups who have working groups with small/rural cities but had not received any return contact.  Scott Brandmeier reported a similar issue with the Wisconsin SWANA contact.  Both will continue to make contact.

7.
Andy Haney shared feedback he had received from the work he had done on behalf of APWA for the National Committee for Levee Safety.  The Committee has completed their report and it is being finalized for presentation to Congress but a specific date has not been set for that report.

He told of personal contact with a regional representative of the Corps of Engineers who was “shocked” by the Corps response to “not participating in anything that didn’t protect more than 10,000 people”, saying this would negate any assistance along the Missouri River.  Dave reported having shared Andy’s responses with the working group on dams in his office and they were impressed with the comments and appreciative of receiving the information.  

Discussion was held concerning the value of this committee’s submitting a written request to the Government Affairs Committee for development of an advocacy plan once the report has been provided to Congress.  Ann Daniels will share the request with Jim Fahey, Director, without a formal request being necessary.

8.
Dave asked Ann Daniels to share information about the request members received to provide letters of support for the proposed Certified Public Works Official certification program being developed by the Leadership and Management Committee.  The Certification would be based on years of experience and education and the broad base of knowledge and skills required to serve in the role of “Director” for any public works-specific department.  It would not replace licensing for professional engineers; not require a Masters degree, and likely would not require a college degree.  All these details are to be finalized once the program has been approved by the APWA Certification Commission.
By General Consent, Dave Danielson, on behalf of the Small Cities/Rural Communities, will draft a letter in support of the certification moving forward.

9.
Ann Daniels shared information about the work of the Body of Knowledge Task Force and clarified the invitation given to members of this committee to review the many areas of effort in the many varied fields encompassing public works.  Committee members should submit any needed additions to any of the subject matter areas to Ann and she will compile them and forward to the Task Force.   She also shared information about the upcoming

Survey of members and encouraged any committee members who received the survey to take the time required to respond.

10.
Ann Daniels reported that a formal request has been made for the Town Hall Meeting to be held on Monday morning, September 14, at 7:30 a.m. with a continental breakfast for attendees.  The event will be advertised as an opportunity for members from small/rural cities to share their issues and discuss how current legislation/regulations, etc. may be impacting them.  A request will be sent out on the infoNOW community for topics to be developed for an Agenda for that meeting.

Committee members will also be meeting for a two hour meeting during Congress to discuss their Strategic Plan for the coming year.  That date and time will be discussed and reported back.

11.
Ann also reported that the annual budget preparation for APWA is beginning this week and she will be requesting two Town Hall webinars for the coming FY which begins July 1, 2009.  Topics will be solicited from the infoNOW community and presenters will be determined once the project has been approved in the budget.

12.
Committee members discussed issues with the proposed Stimulus package currently being debated in Congress.  Several concerns were addressed including:


a.
The short turn around for beginning projects



b.
A question as to whether agencies could spend the money on




projects there were already planning in the coming fiscal year 




or whether they had to be new projects.

c. Discussion of the Rural Development Fund supporting a 
Supplemental bill which would fund projects specifically for small cities/rural communities.

d. The possibility of an audio conference call with any interested members from Small Cities/Rural Communities with Jim Fahey and staff to give a status report and offer suggestions for how these members could advocate for their needs to be heard and met.

Ann will share this information with Jim Fahey and report back to the group as soon as possible.

13.
Reminder was offered of the upcoming Click, Listen & Learn session on February 19, titled “Re-investing in America’s Future.”

14.
With no further discussion coming forward, the call was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.

15.
The next regularly scheduled conference call will be held on March 4, 2009.

