SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES
Meeting Summary
Thursday, January 6, 2011
Present:
Andy Haney, Chair
Marlene Crosby, Member



Scott Brandmeier, Member



Geoff Benway



Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison

Absent:
Darrell Harrell, Member


Don Bruey, Member 
Larry Stevens, Board Liaison
1. Andy Haney, Chair, convened the conference call at 10:08 a.m.  Andy welcomed the newest member of the committee, Geoff Benway, and he introduced himself to the members.
2. The meeting summary from the December 2, 2010 conference call was reviewed and accepted as is.

3. Larry Stevens, Board Liaison, was not in attendance and no report was given.

4. The Editorial Calendar for articles in the APWA Reporter was reviewed as follows:

· Scott Brandmeier has submitted an article for the January 15 deadline

· Gary Strack will submit an article for the February15 deadline
· Max Slankard will submit an article for the March 15 deadline
· Stan Brown will submit an article for the April 15 deadline
5. Jim Fahey has advised that it would be better to wait until the Congressional committees are set after the new Congress is in place before setting a time to discuss advocacy efforts with members of the Congressional Rural Caucus.  We will anticipate having Jim join the call in February for further planning and discussion.
6. Andy Haney reported no new activity on the National Committee for Levee Safety where he represents APWA.  He did report, on a local note, that his agency is conducting interviews soon for engineering services for providing the certification of their local levee and it appears that the EPA has backed down on some of their regulations and is actually participating in a limited amount of the costs.
7. Scott Brandmeier reported that the EPA Panel for Small Business/Small City has met and he the latest information, including a draft article for the APWA Reporter and the actually testimony that was submitted on behalf of the APWA position, to the members.  He  reported that the basis for the proposed new regulations came about as a result of a lawsuit EPA had lost with the Chesapeake Bay area. As part of that settlement, EPA volunteered to tighten up regulations for all areas of the United States, not just the Chesapeake Bay area.  The regulations will be quite costly to small cities and small business owners.  During the discussions it became apparent that the EPA staff members were not aware that the proposed regulations had already been pushed back, by EPA order, until 2018.  He will continue to monitor this Panel.
8. The Submissions of Education Sessions for Denver Congress were reviewed as follows:

· “Checking for tree killers” – Using Hyperspectral technology – Scott Brandmeier, Marlene Crosby, Ian Hanou presenters.  Marlene will not actually present but is contacting a forestry representative from the Denver area to share their concerns about the pine needle beetles.
· “Let’s try something new with our Stimulus dollars” – Andy Haney, Marlene Crosby, presenters

· “New Partners for Delivering Services” – Stan Brown, presenter
Ann Daniels reminded members to have their final list of speakers provided to the Congress education working group by March 1 and Andy reminded them to continue to develop the description for their session and submit to the same group.
9. The dates for Town Hall calls for  the upcoming year were reviewed as follows:

· Wednesday, January 12, 2011 – Ann Daniels reported this call was not held due to lack of time to develop properly

· Wednesday, February 9, 2011 – “Attitude:  Can it be Taught or Caught?”
Don Bruey will be the principle presenter and Ann is inviting three other  members who addressed this topic sometime ago on the infoNOW communities.
· Wednesday, April 13, 2011 – Topic suggested how the new ADA compliance regulations will impact small and rural cities.  Michelle Ohmes was suggested as a possible speaker.  Ann Daniels will contact her.
· Wednesday, May 11, 2011 – A topic and speakers are still needed for this program.
Andy requested that Ann Daniels follow up with the group if she needs additional speakers for future Town Hall calls.
10. The Committee’s face-to-face meeting has been confirmed for Thursday, March 3 and Friday, March 4, 2011.  Ann will send individual members options for their airline flights and whether they prefer to go home on Friday evening after the meeting or to remain until Saturday morning.  Agenda items are being discussed and potential new topics for the coming year’s Business Plan were requested from committee members.
11. With no further business to discuss, the call was adjourned at 10:54 a.m.

12. The next regularly scheduled conference call will be held on THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2011.
