SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES FORUM
MEETING SUMMARY

Thursday, March 20, 2008

Participants:

Jerry Gibbs, Chair

Greg Dore




Tom McCurdy

Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison

1.
Jerry Gibbs, Chair, convened the call at 8:15 a.m.

2.
The editorial calendar for upcoming issues of the Reporter was reviewed for possible authors and topics of interest to small and rural cities which would fit the monthly topics.  Ann Daniels will contact some from Greeley, CO and ask them to share information about the software program they have created and would offer free of charge which could be utilized by small and rural cities for the April 15 deadline for the Engineering and Technology issue.  Greg Dore will research an article for the September 15 deadline for the Winter Maintenance issue.

By general consent, the editorial calendar will be posted on the agenda each month and an ongoing search for article topics and authors will continue.  Anyone willing to write an article is encouraged to volunteer to do so.

3.
Jerry led the group in discussing issues of interest to members which can be referred to the technical committees for their input or assistance.  Items mentioned included:



Information on new biofuels and how they will impact fleets



What to expect and how to approach the need for “greening” our




Buildings and communities; what resources are available and




How can be plan before we are forced to do so?



Reauthorization and transportation funding and the impact on sc/rc


The transportation shortfall of ’08 funding 



How can small cities prepare to get their fair share of the 




Transportation dollars?



Succession planning – L&M committee has offered assistance



Sharing technology/computers and training – E&T has offered 




Assistance

Members will continue to discuss this as an on-going agenda item each month and will ask anyone with suggestions to share them.

Ann asked those present about the best way to communicate with the APWA members who represent small cities/rural communities since the statement had been made that they did not read the messages from the infoNOW community.  After discussing the topic, it was agreed that the email system was still probably the best method of communication but the greatest need was to educate the members in subscribing and using the system.  Ann will automatically subscribe a number of members who meet the population requirement and a regular posting of information items will be started on a weekly basis to try to gain interest and support for the forum.  A follow up will be given at the next month’s call.
4.
Jerry announced that the plans for the Congress events this year have been changed to a Breakfast and Business Meeting to replace the Reception and Business Meeting.  The Breakfast will be a full breakfast and there will be no charge for the participants.  Everyone agreed this is preferable to the reception and an effort will be made to encourage and invite small and rural attendees to participate.  More details and plans will follow in the next months.

5.
Ann Daniels asked whether there was interest in developing an Education session prepared and presented by small and rural members for Congress in New Orleans.  By general consent, the response was not this year.  Ann will provide a list of sessions scheduled for the group to review and recommend as “recommended” on the next call.  Discussion about submittal of a session for Congress 09 in Columbus, OH will be held at a future meeting.

6.
Jerry discussed the possibility of the Forum moving to the status of a full committee of APWA, similar to the Technical committees and other APWA committees.  Reasons for this occurring included the ability to have regularly appointment members, full recognition of the program, and the opportunity to better reach the large number of members within the APWA membership.  Ann will research the next steps in the process of requesting this action be taken.
7.
Jerry thanked everyone for their participation.  

8.
The next regularly scheduled conference call will be held on Thursday, April 

17, 2008 at 7:00 a.m. Pacific/8:00 Mountain/9:00 Daylight Central/10:00 Eastern Time.

