SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
Sunday, September 12, 2009
Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, OH

Present:	Larry Stevens, Board Liaison	Scott Brandmeier
		Marlene Crosby			Andy Haney
		Darrell Harrell			Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison
		Larry Koehle, APWA President	George Crombie, President Elect

1. In the absence of Dave Danielson, Chair, Ann Daniels convened the meeting at 8:35 a.m.

2. The meeting summary from the August 5, 2009 conference call was approved as printed.

3. Larry Stevens, Board Liaison, thanked the committee members for their participation during the past year.  He will revisit the First Timers from small/rural agencies discount for future Congress attendance with the Board at a more appropriate time.  Discussion about working with the chapters to encourage them to provide scholarships, organize one-day drive in trips, or organize overnight bus trips to future congresses will be revisited during the coming year.

Larry also suggested we contact someone from Greensburg, KS to invite them to write an article on their new “Green” sustainable community as an article in the SC/RC monthly series for the Reporter.

4. Larry Koehle, newly elected President of APWA, joined the group to express his appreciation to them for their efforts in the past and their willingness to be re-appointed to serve another year.

5. George Crombie, President Elect, shared similar sentiments and encouraged the committee to keep up the good work into the new year.

6. A review of the SC/RC series of articles for the Reporter for the coming year was held with the following authors and dates confirmed:

September 15 deadline -“The “Real” Town Hall meeting – Ann Daniels 
October 15 - “Leadership” – John Powell, Savage, MN 
November 15 - “New water treatment plant for Sweet Home” - Mike Adams
		Sweet Home, OR
December 15 – “Wetlands” – Bart Stepp, La Center, WA
January 15 – “Citizen Academy” – Bob Hartnett, Rolling Meadows, IL
February 15 – “Improvements” – Jed Bell, South Jordan, UT
March 15 – “Public Works Day” – Chaix Kight, Grants Pass, OR

	Several topics for articles were suggested as follows:
· Greensburg, KS on the New Green Greensburg (Sustainability)
· Public Works support for community events (Andy Haney on hot rod event
· Doing a better job of selling ourselves – Scott Brandmeier
· NPDES audit in Hutchinson, KS or IA cities (Larry Stevens will check on
List of Iowa cities)
· Emerald Ash Bore – Scott Brandmeier

Larry, Andy, and Scott will seek authors for the above mentioned articles.  Ann Daniels will solicit further articles through the Rural infoNOW community, as well as at the Town Hall meeting.

7. The members discussed possible topics for the three education sessions for Congress 2010 to be held in Boston, MA.  The following ideas were discussed:

· Small City Emergency Management Planning
· How to conduct a realistic emergency exercise
· Selling public works to your bosses and the public

Further discussion will be held during the October conference call.  By General Consent, Ann Daniels will submit place holders for the three sessions as part of the Call for Presentation process to ensure a time slot for each one.

8. A review of the draft Business Plan was conducted and By General Consent, the committee adopted the plan for 2009-2010.  It will be posted on the SC/RC web page.

9. Plans for the Town Hall meeting to be held on Tuesday morning were reviewed.  Ann Daniels thanks the committee members for making contact with the Congress attendees from Small Cities and Rural Communities from their state.  A continental breakfast will be provided and approximately 120 people received personal email invitations.

10. Topics will be discussed, as well as dates, for the quarterly Town Hall audio calls for the remainder of the year during the October conference call.

11. By General Consent, the monthly conference calls will continue to be held on the first Wednesday of each month at 8:00 a.m. Pacific/9:00 Mountain/10:00 Central/ 11:00 Eastern time.

12. With time running short, the meeting was adjourned.  The next conference call will be held on Wednesday, October 7.










