SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES
MEETING SUMMARY
FEBRUARY 3, 2010

Present:	Dave Danielson, Chair		Larry Stevens, Board Liaison
		Marlene Crosby			Andy Haney
		Darrell Harrell				Scott Brandmeier
Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison

			

1.	Dave Danielson, Chair, convened the conference call at 10:00 a.m.

2.	The meeting summary from the January 6, 2010 conference call was approved as printed.

3.	Larry Stevens, Board Liaison, stated he will provide a full Board report following the February Board of Directors meeting.  He reported he had presented the request for the committee’s status to be upgraded to a full committee status but it was not possible for it to be placed on the upcoming Agenda.  He will attempt to discuss the issue informally during the meeting.  The financial status of the Association is in good shape.  He also reported the change for the 2012 Congress to Anaheim, CA was necessitated by a cancellation of the APWA contracts for space in Indianapolis, IN.

4.	Ann Daniels reviewed the Editorial Calendar for the remainder of the year and discussion was held on needed authors and topics for the last few months.  The recap shows as follows:
		February 15 deadline – Andy Haney, Ottawa, KS, “Public Works and Hot Rods”
		March 15 deadline – Jed Bell, South Jordan, UT “Improvements Day”
		April 15 deadline – Chaix Kight, Grants Pass, OR
		May 15 deadline – Eric Pethel, “Innovative Cost-Savings in Down Turned Times”
		June 15, July 15, August 15, and September 15 – authors needed

	Scott Brandmeier had solicited an article on Emerald Ash Borer but no firm date was provided.  Ann Daniels reported she had not heard back from the John Deere Dealer in Greensburg, KS about submitting an article on their recovery after a tornado destroyed the entire city.  

Andy Haney may have an article to submit on Ottawa’s first Design/Build project to replace a public works facility destroyed by a microburst for the summer months.

5.	Jim Fahey, Director of Government Affairs for APWA, joined the call and shared insight into possibilities for coordination with the National Rural Caucus.  The current Co-chairs are Congressman Travis Childers, MS, and Congressman Adrian Smith, NE.  Vice Chairs are Congressman Glen Thompson, PA and Tim Walz, MN.  The Caucus was re-formed last year with a total of 70 members.  They are divided into task areas: Telecommunication; Healthcare; Education and Economic Development; and Transportation and Infrastructure.  He reported the Caucus had sent a letter to the Administration last year urging them to create an Office of Rural Policy by that has not occurred at of this date.  Jim stated he felt this was a good opportunity for SC/RC to introduce ourselves.  Dave Danielson asked it is might be good for the committee to send a letter to the Co-Chairs of the Caucus introducing the group and APWA  and offering well qualified members from small/rural communities who would be willing to provide input on various issues directly impacting small and rural communities. 

Jim suggested the letter provide the introduction and outline important issues that are important to SC/RC members, as well as offering members as a good resource and their willingness to provide information on topics they are addressing.  He further suggested it might be good to provide an opportunity to meet face-of-face with the Caucus to further emphasize our interests and open a dialogue. Jim is seeking a roster of current members and will share it with committee members.  He further offered to coordinate efforts for member visits with APWA packets of information, etc.  Andy suggested members might want to follow up with their own individual members’ to the Caucus.  

By General Consent, members will submit topics of major interest and concern to small and rural areas to Ann Daniels that can be compiled into the initial letter.  She will prepare the draft, forward it to committee members and Jim Fahey for review and comment and then send it to the designated Co-Chairs.  Members were asked to have their comments in to Ann by the middle of next week, February 10.

Dave expressed the committee members’ appreciation for Jim’s participation on the call and the good information he had shared.

6.	Andy Haney reported there had been no further activity on the National Committee on Levee Safety but that Laura Berkey, Government Affairs Manager, was monitoring the release.

7.	The following update was provided on each of the three Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2010 in Boston:
		a.	Emergency Management Planning for Small Cities – Dave Danielson
has contacted Kurt Blomquist to be a presenter but has not been confirmed.  Brian Usher, Largo, FL, has agreed to present and to contact someone else to assist him.
b.	Practice Makes Perfect – Ann Daniels reported that both Bret Hodne, West Des Moines, IA and Patty Copeland, Bettendorf, IA have agreed to present and she is waiting to hear from Jerry Gibbs about joining the program.
c.	How Good is Your Salesmanship– Scott Brandmeier stated he was developing the presentation and would appreciate having Dave Danielson serve as the Moderator and offer assistance as needed.

	Speakers must be finalized by February 15, 2010.

8.	The dates, topics and speakers for the Quarterly Town Hall on-line calls were discussed as follows:

	“Providing Quality Public Works Services” was presented on Wednesday, January
	13 with Carl Quiram, Goffstown, NH and Dave Danielson, NH as the speakers and 35 
Agencies joined the call.  Many very favorable comments about the value of the program were received and it is available now to download for future use by agencies or individuals.  One of the comments received was from a Village Manager who spoke highly of the ideas presented and plans to use them with his Council members.

“Developing an Operations Manual” will be held on March 10.  Bill Sterling, Greeley, CO, author of the APWA publication “Developing a Public Works Operations Manual”,
	has agreed to speak, as well as Brent Smith in response to the overwhelming request for 
copies of Brent’s Operations Manual from participants on the SC/RC infoNOW community.

“How Wet Can You Get if You Ignore FEMA maps, pending changes to Safety, Inspection Practices, and other warnings?” Andy Haney agreed to be the speaker for this session and to share information about the Task Force he participated on at the federal level, as well as areas of information that many small and rural communities may not have on their radar and experiences has community of Ottawa, KS has lived with and through.

9.	Under Items for General Discussion:
	
· Committee members shared that all are planning to be in attendance at Congress, budgets permitting.
· By General Consent, the Town Hall meeting should definitely be held in Boston at Congress
· The Committee fully supports quarterly Town Hall on-line calls in the next fiscal year and will request funding for recording the calls to make them available to download
· The request for a designation of size for “micro-cities” was discussed but the committee chose not to develop such a designation with the concern that it might be misconstrued or demeaning by small city members.  For the purpose of the request, i.e. to allow chapters to provide, a “lending library” of Click, Listen, & Learn presentations, members felt the decision should be made by individual chapters who better know the size and funding ability of their individual agencies to purchase these programs and which would best benefit from being able to “borrow” the presentations from the Chapter library.
	

10.	The next call will be held on March 6, 2010.

11.	With no further business to discuss, the call was adjourned at 10:50 a.m.




