SMALL CITIES/RURAL COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE
 MEETING SUMMARY
Wednesday, October 7, 2009


Present:	Scott Brandmeier			Andy Haney
		Darrell Harrell			Ann Daniels, Staff Liaison
		Tom Marquardt, Guest

Absent:	Dave Danielson, Chair		Larry Stevens, Board Liaison
		Marlene Crosby			

1. In the absence of Dave Danielson, Chair, Ann Daniels convened the meeting at 10:05 a.m.

2. The meeting summary from the September 13, 2009 meeting in Columbus, OH was approved as printed.

3. Larry Stevens, Board Liaison, was unable to attend the call and will report at the next call.

4. A review of the SC/RC series of articles for the Reporter for the coming year was held with the following authors and dates confirmed:

October 15 - “Leadership” – John Powell, Savage, MN 
November 15 - “New water treatment plant for Sweet Home” - Mike Adams
		Sweet Home, OR
December 15 – “Wetlands” – Bart Stepp, La Center, WA
January 15 – “Citizen Academy” – Bob Hartnett, Rolling Meadows, IL
February 15 – “PW and Hot Rods” – Andy Haney
March 15 – “Public Works Day” – Chaix Kight, Grants Pass, OR
April 15 –“Improvements” – Jed Bell, South Jordan, UT
May 15 – “Our first round about” –Anacortes, WA

	Several topics for articles were suggested as follows:
· Greensburg, KS on the New Green Greensburg (Sustainability)
· NPDES audit in Hutchinson, KS or IA cities (Larry Stevens will check on
List of Iowa cities)
· Emerald Ash Bore – Scott Brandmeier

Larry, Andy, and Scott will seek authors for the above mentioned articles.  Ann Daniels will solicit further articles through the Rural infoNOW community, as well, if needed.

5. Ann Daniels reported that attendance and comments from each of the guaranteed sessions conducted in Columbus had been good.  Further reports of attendance and actual evaluation of each session will be forthcoming from the Professional Development Department.

6. Andy Haney reported no new information to share concerning the National Committee for Levee Safety.

7. Topics for the three education sessions for Congress 2010 to be held in Boston, MA have been submitted to hold the guaranteed slots with the following topics selected:
· “Emergency Management Planning for Small Cities”
· “How to conduct a realistic emergency exercise”
· “Selling public works to your bosses and the public”

Further discussion will be held during the November conference call to select presenters/panelists and determine if these are really the first choice of topics from the committee.

8. By General Consent, the first Town Hall Meeting audio conference call will be held on the committee’s regular meeting day of December 4, 2009.  The call will be free for all who wish to participate and a topic must be decided at the November committee call to ensure proper time for announcement and advertising.  Members should come prepared with possible topics of discussion for this call and the three to be conducted prior to July 1, 2010.

9. Committee members discussed the positive feedback received and high interest level demonstrated at the Town Hall meeting held at Congress in Columbus, OH.  With over 40 interested parties attending, good discussions were held and potential for future meetings appears to be strong.

10. During a discussion of topics for General Discussion, Andy Haney asked for input about the process and success/failure rate of any projects members had completed using the Design/Build concept.  An explanation of the program was given and discussion was held but none of the members had actually done a project using Design/Build so the discussion was limited.  Ann Daniels agreed to post the question on the Rural infoNOW committee if Andy would send a statement to clarify what he would like to ask.

11. With no further discussion to be held, the call adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

12. The next call will be held on Wednesday, November 4, 2009.











