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 The National Governors Associat ion 
(NGA) recently endorsed the American 
Inst i tute of Architects’ (AIA) goal of 
zeroing out new and renovated buildings 
green house gas emissions by 2030.  
The U.S. Conference of Mayors and the 
National Associat ion of Counties have 
also endorsed the AIA goal as part of 
their energy and environment platforms.  
According to the AIA, the NGA resolut ion 
clears the way for the Inst i tute to promote 
a “ green”  construct ion code nationwide.  
The “ green”  construct ion code is being 
developed by the International Code 
Council  and wil l  include water, energy, air 
quali ty and safety benchmarks that cit ies 
and states may adopt start ing in 2011.  To 
see the Governors’ resolut ion visit  www.
nga.org 83% of Clean Water Funds in 
Recovery Act Awarded

83% of  Clean Water 
Funds in Recovery Act  
Aw arded

 The House Transportat ion and 
Infrastructure Committee’s latest report 
on st imulus funding ! nds that 83 per 
cent of the $4 bi l l ion authorized for 
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
(CWSRF) under the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) have 
been awarded by the Environmental 

Protect ion Agency (EPA).  According to 
the Committee Report approximately 
111,000 jobs and $20 bi l l ion of economic 
act ivity have been generated.  As of 
June 30, 2009, 19 states have put out to 
bid 195 CWSRF projects total ing $512 
mil l ion. The Committee’s Report was 
issued in preparat ion for the Committee’s 
next ARRA oversight hearing.  At that 
oversight hearing, evidence was presented 
that the Buy America provisions in 
ARRA are delaying water projects.  Many 
wastewater projects use pumps, computer 
equipment, electric components and 
! l t rat ion membranes that are either not 
produced domestical ly or would cost 
substantial ly more i f they were.  EPA has 
been issuing waivers to the Buy America 
provisions, but the waivers are doing 
l i t t le to calm industry fears and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce is cal l ing on the 
Of! ce of Management and Budget to 
provide more speci! c guidance on Buy 
America’s applicat ion to water projects.  
The uncertainty over the Buy America 
requirements is causing concern with 
America’s closest business partner – 
Canada.  For instance, Canadian ! rms are 
being excluded from municipal contracts 
for drinking water and wastewater 
projects.  The Federat ion of Canadian 
Municipal i t ies said the provision is 
contrary to the spiri t  of free trade and 
has issued resolut ions cal l ing for bi lateral 
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negotiat ions to resolve the issue.   
 In addit ion to water infrastructure 
funding, the ARRA provides funding 
for brown• eld act ivit ies.  According 
to the Committee, EPA so far has 
awarded grants or funds for exist ing 
grants or contracts worth $11 
mil l ion for 21 brown• elds projects, 
creating approximately 2,800 jobs 
and $500 mil l ion of economic 
act ivity.  In addit ion, ARRA provided 
$100 mil l ion for EPA’s brown• elds 
discret ionary grant program.  The 
discret ionary grant program funds 
are to be distributed to states, cit ies 
and redevelopment agencies through 
exist ing brown• elds discret ionary 
grant program for site assessments, 
remediat ion and cleanup grants and 
to capital ize the state brown• eld 
revolving loan programs. To view 
the Committee Report visit  http:/ /
transportat ion.house.gov/ . 

EPA Requests 
Comments on 
Perchlorate 
Regulat ion
 The Environmental Protect ion 
Agency (EPA) recently requested 
public comments on possible 
regulat ion of perchlorate in drinking 
water.  In the notice, EPA asked 
whether there are alternatives to 
evaluate i f perchlorate occurs at 
a frequency and at levels to cause 
health concerns, and whether a 
national drinking water regulat ion 
would lead to reduced public 
health risks.  Public health and 
environmental groups have 
been pushing the agency to set a 
stringent standard for drinking water 
given the health consequences of 
perchlorate exposure.  The fact that 
perchlorate occurs natural ly and is 
also manmade makes it  dif• cult  to 

determine whether to regulate the 
chemical through a national drinking 
water regulat ion or remove it  from 
drinking water.  The Government 
Accountabil i ty Of• ce is also studying 
the issue and wil l  release a report in 
the coming months.  You can view 
the EPA announcement at www.
epa.gov/safewater/contaminants/

unregulated/perchlorate.html. 

EPA Approves 6 
New  Alternat ive 
Methods for 
Test ing Regulated 
Contaminants in 
Drinking Water
 EPA published a • nal act ion in 
the Federal Register that approves 
six analyt ical methods as optional 
alternatives to previously 
promulgated methods for analyses of 
regulated contaminants in drinking 
water under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (SDWA).  The alternative 
test ing methods were evaluated and 
determined to be as effect ive as the 
promulgated methods for the same 
contaminants.  The new methods 
include: 
•  one EPA method for 29 purgeable 
contaminants
•  three vendor developed methods 
for turbidity
•  one vendor developed method for 
n itrate and nitri te
•  one vendor developed method for 
free cyanide
 EPA is using the expedited 
method approval process under 
SDWA to approve the alternative 
methods, rather than using the 
notice and comment rulemaking 
process, so that these new, equally 
effect ive methods wil l  be available 

to our stakeholders more quickly.  
For addit ional information go to 
http:/ /epa.gov/safewater/methods/
analyt icalmethods_expedited.html.  

APWA Provides 
Comments on 
Federal Ocean, 
Coastal and Great  
Lakes Policy 
Development
 The Council  on Environmental 
Quali ty (CEQ) Ocean Policy Task 
Force recently sol ici ted comments on 
developing a Federal Ocean, Coastal 
and Great Lakes policy.  CEQ was 
directed by the President to consider 
four issues as they develop a new 
policy including, (1) nat ional pol icy 
for ocean, coastal and Great Lakes 
ecosystems; (2) an ocean governance 
framework; (3) implementat ion of 
a strategy to meet the object ives 
of the national pol icy and (4) 
development of a coastal and marine 
spatial planning policy.  APWA’s 
comments set forth ten principles 
for CEQ to consider as i t  develops 
a national ocean, coastal and Great 
Lakes policy and implementat ion 
framework.  CEQ should develop a 
policy that (1) takes an ecosystem 
approach to management of the 
ocean, coastal and Great Lakes 
ecosystems; (2) supports, enhances 
and respects the cri t ical role of local 
governments; (3) uses an enhanced 
regional management approach for 
large mult i-jurisdict ional watersheds; 
(4) improves coordination among 
Federal agencies involved in ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes policy; (5) 
places a premium on investing in 
sound science, data col lect ion and 
education; (6)manages the oceans, 
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coastal and Great Lakes regions 
and their watersheds for continued 
improvement in water quali ty; (7) 
improves the resi l iency of coastal 
communit ies; (8) develop a policy 
that conserves and restores ocean, 
coastal and Great Lakes habitat and 
shore l ines; (9) manages the ocean, 
coastal and Great Lakes systems for 
continued economic development; 
and (10) prevents the spread of 
invasive species.  Final ly, APWA 
encouraged CEQ to evaluate how best 
to achieve the new policy’s goals in 
the context of a changing cl imate.  
To see al l  comments on CEQ’s 
Ocean Policy Task Force visit :  www.
whitehouse.gov/adminstrat ion/eop/
ceq/ in itat ives/oceans.  

NACo Adopts 
Resolut ion 
on Producer 
Responsibility 
for Unw anted 
Medicines

 The National Associat ion of 
Counties (NACo), the country’s 
largest local government 
organizat ion, adopted a policy 
support ing producer responsibi l i ty for 
unwanted medicines.  The expense 
of taking back unused prescript ions 
and over the counter drugs would 
be handled by the pharmaceutical 
industry, without relying on state 
or local government funding.  
According to the resolut ion, the 
environmental and social problems 
created by storing and disposing of 
unwanted medicines are numerous 
and complex.  Left  over medicine 
may play a part in drug abuse and 
accidental poisonings.  Disposing 
of these medicines also contributes 

to ground and surface water 
contamination.  Visit  www.naco.org 
to read the resolut ion. 

Obama Signs Bill 
Adding $7 Billion to 
Highw ay Trust  Fund

 On August 7, President Obama 
signed legislat ion, H.R. 3357, 
transferring $7 bi l l ion from the 
U.S. General Fund to the Federal 
Highway Trust Fund, a measure 
intended to ensure the cash-strapped 
Trust Fund remains solvent through 
the Congressional August recess 
and into September. Without the 
cash infusion, the Federal Highway 

Administrat ion was expected to begin 
reducing state reimbursements for 
transportat ion projects in August. 
Trust Fund revenues have been 
coming in lower than projected in the 
last couple years. Congress approved 
an $8 bi l l ion transfer in September 
2008, when the Trust Fund faced 
potential insolvency then.  
 Before depart ing for the month-
long recess, the Senate approved the 
bi l l  by a vote of 79-17 and the House 
by a vote of 363-68. During Senate 
debate on the legislat ion, the Senate 
rejected an amendment to repeal an 
$8.7 bi l l ion rescission of h ighway 
contract authority scheduled to 
occur Sept 30. Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee Chair 
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EPA Issues Enforcement  and 
Compliance Direct ive to Improve Water 
Quality
 EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson issued a memorandum direct ing 
the Of! ce of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance to develop an 
act ion plan to enhance public transparency regarding Clean Water 
Act enforcement.  The memorandum calls for stronger enforcement 
performance at federal and state levels and a transformation of EPA’s 
current water quali ty and compliance information systems.  The memo 
also directs the enforcement and compliance of! ce to improve and 
enhance the information available on the EPA website on compliance 
and enforcement act ivit ies in each state, showing connects to local 
water quali ty where possible, provide information in a user-friendly 
format that is easi ly understood and useable by the public, raise the 
bar for clean water enforcement performance and ensure enforcement 
is taken against serious violat ions that threaten water quali ty and 
improve EPA’s enforcement performance in states where EPA direct ly 
implements the Clean  Water Act program. EPA has been posting 
detai led information on the current state of clean water compliance 
and enforcement in each state and copies of the latest clean water 
enforcement and compliance performance reports for each state to 
the agency’s web site.  EPA also launched new web-based tools to help 
the public search, access and analyze the data the agency used to 
help prepare those reports.   Visit  EPA’s Enforcement and Compliance 
Assurance Of! ce at http:/ /www.epa.gov/compliance/ index.html. 



Barbara Boxer (D-CA) supported the 
amendment and said i t  would be 
taken up when the Senate considers 
an extension of SAFEATEA-LU in 
September. The rescission was writ ten 
into SAFETEA-LU.  

SAFETEA-LU 
Extension Expected 
in September   

When the Senate returns from 
its month-long August recess the 
week of September 7, i t  is expected 
to consider a long-term extension of 
SAFETEA-LU before the law expires on 
September 30.  Earl ier in July, three 
Senate committees with jurisdict ion 
over SAFETEA-LU approved 
legislat ion extending the law’s 
authorizat ion for 18 months unti l  the 
end of March 2011.  Those measures 
are expected to be merged with a 
Senate Finance Committee proposal, 
the Transportat ion Improvement 
and Preservation Act, providing $27 
bi l l ion in funding over 18 months.  
That level could be scaled back by 
$7 bi l l ion with the recent enactment 
of a $7 bi l l ion measure to keep the 
highway trust fund solvent through 
the end of September.  
 The Senate’s 18-month extension 
has the support of Senate leadership 
and the Obama Administrat ion, 
which backs taking more t ime to 
prepare and debate a mult i-year 
successor to SAFETEA-LU.  However, 
Transportat ion and Infrastructure 
(T& I) Committee Chairman James 
Oberstar, who introduced a $500 
bi l l ion, six-year proposal, opposes 
any extension.  He plans to have the 
T& I committee mark up his bi l l , the 
Surface Transportat ion Authorizat ion 
Act of 2009, the week of September 7 
and the ful l  House to consider i t  the 
th ird week of September.  

 Despite efforts to achieve passage 
of a bi l l  in  the House, i t  is h ighly 
unl ikely Congress wil l  be able to 
complete work on the legislat ion by 
the September 30 deadline. Lack of 
consensus on approaches to funding 
and ! nancing the legislat ion has 
stal led progress in both chambers. 
No bi l l  has been introduced in the 
Senate, and the House bi l l  st i l l  lacks 
! nancing and revenue provisions, 
which the House Ways and Means 
Committee has yet to draft . Instead, 
some form of an extension, whether 
18 months or an alternative length of 
t ime, seems al l  but certain.    

USDOT Secretary 
Test i® es Before 
Senate on 
Transportat ion and 
Climate Change  
 U.S. Transportat ion Secretary 

Ray LaHood test i ! ed July 14 
before the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works about 
transportat ion’s role in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. LaHood 
outl ined several in it iat ives that the 
US Department of Transportat ion is 
undertaking to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, including implementing 
more stringent fuel economy 
standards, improving operat ional 
ef! ciency of the transportat ion 
system and addressing VMT growth 
by encouraging development of 
l ivable communit ies. A webcast 
recording of the hearing, along with 
submitted writ ten test imony from 
all  hearing presenters, is available 
at: http:/ /epw.senate.gov/public/
index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.
Hearing& Hearing_ID=57b8818d-
802a-23ad-4d8d-e09cd7cb134a.

Transportat ion 
Financing Bills 
Int roduced

Two bi l ls were introduced in the 
House of Representat ives in July 
aimed at addressing ! nancing needs 
of a mult i-year surface transportat ion 
bi l l . Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), on 
July 23, introduced legislat ion, H.R. 
3311, direct ing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to establish a pi lot program 
to study alternatives to the current 
system of taxing motor vehicle fuels, 
including systems based on the 
number of miles traveled by each 
vehicle. The bi l l  has been referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and in addit ion to the Committees 
on Transportat ion and Infrastructure, 
Energy and Commerce and Science 
and Technology.  Blumenauer is a 
member of the Ways and Means 
Committee.
 Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR), on July 
29, introduced a second bi l l , H.R. 
3379, which would impose a tax on 
oi l  futures transactions and options 
and deposit  the tax revenues into 

the Highway Trust Fund as a means 
to help fund a surface transportat ion 
authorizat ion bi l l . The legislat ion 
would raise approximately $190 
bi l l ion by imposing a 0.2 per cent 
tax on crude oi l  futures transactions 
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and a 0.5 per cent tax on the option 
for a futures contract. The legislat ion 
was referred to the House Ways and 
Means Committee.  DeFazio chairs 
the House Highways and Transit  
Subcommittee.   
 

FHWA Seeks 
Part icipat ion in 
Value Pricing Pilot  
Program

 The Federal Highway 
Administrat ion (FHWA) has issued 
a notice invit ing states, along with 
their local government partners and 
other public authorit ies, to apply to 
part icipate in the Value Pricing Pilot 
(VPP) program.  The notice presents 
guidelines for program applicat ions 
for ! scal years 2009 and 2010.  Unlike 
previous notices, the purpose of 
FHWA’s latest not ice is to seek only 
applicat ions for statewide, region-
wide, or area-wide transportat ion 
pricing studies and for transportat ion 
pricing implementat ion projects that 
do not entai l  tol l ing roadways.  The 
notice seeks applicat ions for ! scal 
year 2009 funding, and if Congress 
chooses to extend SAFETEA-LU VPP 
program funding, for such funds 
made available in ! scal year 2010.
 Applicat ions for tol l ing authority 
only may be submitted at any t ime. 
Formal grant applicat ions, however, 
must be submitted no later than 
November 3, 2009 to be assured 
considerat ion.  Applicants may also 
submit an optional “ sketch”  or draft  
proposal by September 21, 2009, 
which FHWA wil l  review and provide 
general feedback on for the applicant 
to use in i ts formal grant applicat ion.  
Sketch or draft  proposals received 
after th is date may st i l l  be reviewed 
by and commented upon by FHWA at 

i ts discret ion.
 For applicat ions that had been 
submitted under the September 16, 
2008 (73 FR 53478) sol ici tat ion, 
which were not funded (for a l ist  of 
projects funded from that sol ici tat ion, 
see: http:/ /www.fhwa.dot.gov/
pressroom/fhwa0913.htm), and 
where such applicat ions would st i l l  
be el igible for funding under the 
cri teria provided by FHWA’s notice, 
applicants may submit a letter to 
the department by September 4, 
2009, requesting comments on their 
previous applicat ions.  Applicat ions 
may be submitted through http:/ /
www.grants.gov.
 More information about the notice 
is posted in the August 5 Federal 
Register under Federal Highway 
Administrat ion:  http:/ /www.access.
gpo.gov/su_docs/ fedreg/a090805c.
html.

Build America Bonds 
Program Issues $17.4 
Billion in Tax-Free 
Bonds
 
 On July 20, as part of the effort  to 
increase transparency in government 
and maintain accountabil i ty of 
funds al located under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009, the U.S. Department of 
Treasury issued an update on the 
Build America Bonds program, with 
state-by-state data and information 
on early market reception of the 
program.
 Launched in Apri l  through the 
Build America Bonds Act of 2009, 
the program provides $50 bi l l ion 
in federal funds to subsidize state 
and local government tax-free 
bonds in support of ‘shovel-ready’ 
infrastructure projects. To do th is, 

Treasury makes a direct payment to 
the state or local government issuer 
in an amount equal to 35 percent of 
the interest payment on the bonds.
 According to the U.S. Department 
of Treasury, there has been $17.4 
bi l l ion in Build America Bond 
issuance; Build America Bonds 
constitute about 16.6 percent of 
municipal bond issuance since 
mid-Apri l . A total of 34 states are 
part icipat ing in the program, with a 
total of 178 separate issues.

House Ways and 
Means Commit tee 
Review  Future 
Transportat ion 
Funding Opt ions

 On July 23rd, the House Ways and 
Means Committee, Subcommittee 
on Select Revenue Measures, held 
a hearing to discuss long-term 
! nancing options for the Highway 
Trust Fund. Subcommittee Chairman 
Richard E. Neal (D-MA) gave Members 
the opportunity to speak on behalf 
of speci! c proposals that they have 
introduced. There were 20 witnesses 
in total, including Chairman of 
the House Transportat ion and 
Infrastructure Committee, James 
L. Oberstar (D-MN) and Ranking 
Member John L. M ica (R-FL) as well  
as, Representat ives Peter DeFazio 
(D-OR), John J. Duncan (R-TN) and 
Ken Calvert (R-CA).
 With the Trust Fund set to run dry 
in August and the continued batt le 
over transportat ion-funding between 
the House and the Senate with the 
Administrat ion, the uncertainty of 
the Trust Fund hangs in the balance. 
During the hearing, Members offered 
a myriad of ! nancing options to keep 
the Highway Trust Fund solvent. 

APWA Washington Of® ce, 1401 K Street , NW, 11th Floor, Washington, DC 20005 ·  (202) 408-9541 ·  www.apwa.net /advocacy

Washingt on Repor t 58/09



Chairman Oberstar had several 
suggestions; he urged Congress to 
consider “ user fees”  such as taxing 
vehicles weighing 55,000 pounds 
or more. Oberstar also pointed 
out that the Trust Fund could be 
al lowed to earn interest on i ts cash 
balances, garnering $20 bi l l ion. 
Final ly, the Chairman said that the 
Federal Government could pay back 
money it  has taken from the fund for 

emergency rel ief and vehicle safety 
programs.
       Ranking member of the House 
Committee on Transportat ion and 
Infrastructure, John L. M ica (R-FL) 
suggested replacing the cents-
per-gallon with a • at tax on gas 
purchases, while Representat ive 
Kevin Brady (R-TX) proposed creating 
an infrastructure tax credit  to help 
attract private capital for rai lroads. 

He also suggested al lowing State and 
local governments to issue more 
private-act ivity bonds. Representat ive 
Kendrick Meek (D-FL) touted his bi l l  
to provide tax credits for companies 
that bui ld new freight tracks or 
terminals. Ken Calvert (R-CA) 
pressed for a plan to help funding by 
charging fees on goods shipped in 
and out of U.S. ports. The fee would 
amount to 0.075 per cent of the 
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Senate Appropriat ions Commit tee Follow s House Lead and 
Approves $122 Billion Spending Bill
 The Senate Appropriat ions Committee voted unanimously on July 30th, to approve a $122 bi l l ion spending 
bi l l  for transportat ion and housing programs. At press t ime, • oor debate and conference committees were 
scheduled to take place after the August recess. Highlights of the bi l l  include:

 •       $122 bi l l ion in total budgetary resources. This amount is $1.2 bi l l ion  or 1 per cent below the President’s  
  request. 
 •  $67.7 bi l l ion in discret ionary funding compared with $68.8 bi l l ion in the House-passed version.
 •  $1.2 bi l l ion for h igh-speed rai l , in l ine with President Obama’s $1 bi l l ion request, but $2.8 bi l l ion below 
  the House version.
 •  $42.5 bi l l ion for Federal Highway Administrat ion (FHWA).
 •  $11.1 bi l l ion for the Federal Transit  Authority (FTA)
 •  $150 mil l ion provided for grants to the Washington Metropoli tan Area Transit  Authority (WMATA).

 On July 23rd the U.S. House of Representat ives passed their $123.1 bi l l ion spending measure for 
transportat ion and housing programs. The bi l l  (HR 3288), which passed by a 256-168 vote, had become the 10th 
! scal year 2010 appropriat ions bi l l  to pass in the House. Highlights of the measure include the fol lowing:

 •  $123.1 bi l l ion in total budgetary resources, which is $53.2 mil l ion below President Obama’s budget   
  request.
 •  $75.8 bi l l ion al located for the U.S. Department of Transportat ion, which is an $8.6 bi l l ion increase from  
  FY 2009, but st i l l  $1.7 bi l l ion less then Obama’s budget request.
   o   $41.1 bi l l ion for the Federal Highway         
    Administrat ion, which is a one percent increase above 2009.
   o     Almost $10.5 bi l l ion for public transportat ion programs, including $150 mil l ion for the  
        Washington Metropoli tan Area Transit  Authority (WMATA).
   o  $1.48 bi l l ion for the act ivit ies of the National Highway Traf! c Safety Administrat ion –  
    which is 20.1 mil l ion above last year.
 •  $4 bi l l ion for High Speed and Intercity Passenger Rail , $3 bi l l ion above President Obama’s request. 



value of the shipment and could not 
exceed $500. In it ial est imates of the 
program were as high as $72 bi l l ion 
over the next • ve years. The Ways 
and Means Committee wil l  continue 
working on a • nancing measure 
that wil l  be attached to the Surface 
Transportat ion Authorizat ion Act of 
2009.

House Extends 
Nat ional Flood 
Insurance Program 
for Six Months
 On July 29, the House of 
Representat ives passed by a voice vote 
H.R. 3139, a bi l l  that would extend 
the National ! ood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) unti l  March 31, 2010. 
 Introduced on July 9 by House 
Financial Services Chairman Barney 
Frank (D-MA, 4) and Financial 
Services Housing Subcommittee 
Chairwoman Maxine Waters (D-CA, 
35), th is extension would provide 
Congress an addit ional six months 
to review the current NFIP—as 
the program was set to expire on 
September 30, 2009. Reps. Frank and 
Waters plan to develop bi-part isan 
legislat ion that would reform the 
NFIP. According to the House 
Financial Services Committee, “ the 
updated legislat ion would incorporate 
important NFIP reforms previous 
approved by the House in 2007 and 
consider new studies and information 
not available when the Committee 
last reviewed the NFIP.”  However, 
Reps. Frank and Waters did not go 
into speci• cs as to what previously 
approved legislat ive language or 
provisions might be used in th is new 
bi l l . 
 Currently, the NFIP was al located 
$145 mil l ion for FY 2009—and the 
NFIP’s Flood Map Modernizat ion 

Program and National Flood 
M it igat ion Fund was provided 
with $200 mil l ion and $34 mil l ion 
respectively. However, FY 2010 
funding for the NFIP is st i l l  pending 
on a • nal vote from Congress and the 
President’s approval. 
 The passage of the National Flood 
Insurance Act of 1968 established the 
National Flood Insurance Program. 
This Federal program enables 
property owners in part icipat ing 
communit ies to purchase insurance 
as a protect ion against ! ood losses in 
exchange for state and community 
! oodplain management regulat ions 
that reduce future ! ood damage. 

Nat ional Homeland 
Security Advisory 
System to be 
Review ed

 Homeland Security Secretary 
Janet Napoli tano announced 
that she established a task force 
that wil l  begin a 60-day review of 
the National Homeland Security 
Advisory System (NHSAS). The task 
force wil l  be charged with assessing 
the “ effect iveness of the system 
in informing the public about 
terrorist threats and communicating 
protect ive measures with in 
government and throughout the 
private sector.”
 According to the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), 
Secretary Napoli tano appointed 
Fran Townsend, former Assistant 
to President George W. Bush for 
Homeland Security, and Judge 
Wil l iam Webster, former Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigat ion 
and Central Intel l igence Agency, to 
co-chair the task force. Former DHS 
Secretaries Tom Ridge and M ichael 

Chertoff also joined the task force 
co-chairs. In consultat ion with the 
Department of Just ice, the task 
force wil l  review the impact NHSAS 
has on state, local, tribal, terri torial 
and international law enforcement 
partners, the private sector and the 
public. 
 After the 60-day review, the task 
force wil l  present i ts • ndings to 
Secretary Napoli tano who wil l  then 
share results with the Cabinet before 
making a recommendation on the 
future of the NHSAS to President 
Obama. 
 Throughout the review period, 
DHS wil l  be accepting public 
comments via email at hsasreview@
dhs.gov. To view the l ist  of task 
force members and t imeline of the 
National Homeland Security Advisory 
System, visit  the DHS website at: 
http:/ /www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/
pr_1247586668272.shtm.

APWA To Meet  
w ith Key Obama 
Administ rat ion 
Of® cials
 On August 19 and 20, APWA 
President Noel Thompson, Emergency 
Management Committee Chair 
Teresa Scott and Board Liaison Diane 
Linderman, and APWA staff wil l  meet 
with Richard Reed, Special Assistant 
to the President for Homeland 
Security and Senior Director of 
Continuity Policy and Craig Fugate, 
FEMA Administrator. 
 APWA members intend to share 
with Reed and Fugate the fol lowing 
APWA homeland security and 
emergency management advocacy 
priori t ies:
 •  To be recognized as a • rst 
responder and have a ful l  seat at 
the table when the White House, 
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DHS or FEMA request stakeholder 
involvement on various in it iat ives. 
 •  Statewide mutual aid agreements 
between public works departments 
are l i fel ines to municipal i t ies during 
t imes of crisis.
 •  The role of public works during 
a pandemic • u outbreak is vital to a 
community’s l ivel ihood.
 •  The Pre-Disaster M it igat ion Grant 
Program is essential to public works 
hazard mit igat ion planning.
 •  The Flood Map Modernizat ion 
Program, RiskMAP plays a key role in 
helping public works professionals 
to operate and maintain cri t ical 
infrastructure services, such as 
pumping mechanisms and drainage 
systems, levees and dams that can 
direct ly impact the abil i ty to respond 
to a • ood.
 Moreover, APWA members wil l  
discuss the importance of mit igat ion, 
response and recovery in it iat ives and 
resi l ience policy and wil l  h ighl ight 
APWA’s presence on the national 
stage. For example:
 •  APWA is an act ive part icipant 
of the National Homeland Security 
Consort ium and Emergency Services 
Sector Coordinating Council . 
 •  APWA members serve on 
three of FEMA’s National Advisory 
Council ’s (NAC) subcommittees that 
focus on the National Infrastructure 
Management System, the Stafford 
Act and the National Response 
Framework Subcommittees. 
 •  FEMA and APWA are working 
together on Public Assistance 
in it iat ives. 
 •  APWA part icipates in FEMA 
Education Focus Group at the 
Emergency Management Inst i tute in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland.
 •  APWA test i• ed before Congress 
on the proposed strategic plan for the 
National Levee Safety Program. 
 The meetings wil l  yield a greater 
understanding of the Obama 

Administrat ion’s emergency 
management priori t ies and in it iat ives 
while simultaneously impressing 
upon Reed and Fugate that a public 
works presence is crucial to our 
nat ion’s l ivel ihood. 

Congressman 
Clyburn Receives 
Citat ion for 
Exemplary Service to 
Public Works

 At a special recognit ion event 
on the South Carol ina State 
House Grounds in Columbia, S.C., 
Representat ive James Clyburn (D-S.C, 
6) was presented the APWA Citat ion 
for Exemplary Service to Public Works 
by APWA President Noel Thompson. 
“ I am honored to present Rep. 
Clyburn with th is much-deserved 
recognit ion,”  said Thompson. 
“ During his 15-year tenure in the 
U.S. House of Representat ives, 
Congressman Clyburn’s efforts 
and in it iat ives over h is long and 
dist inguished career have contributed 
immensely to essential public 
infrastructure projects, which are the 
backbone of society and provide the 
cri t ical, l i fe-sustain ing services on 
which the American public rel ies.”
 Currently serving as the 
House Majority Whip, Clyburn’s 
contribut ions and achievements on 
behalf of public works infrastructure 
have been substantial for the state 
of South Carol ina and the United 
States. “ Clearly, h is state and 
national commitment have helped 
to rebuild the infrastructure that 
sustains our towns, cit ies and rural 
communit ies, which includes our 
roads, bridges, public transportat ion 
systems and airports, our drinking 
water and wastewater infrastructure, 

our sol id waste systems, our h istoric 
preservation and improvements, 
as well  as our parks and public 
bui ldings,”  Thompson said. 
 In addit ion to his nat ional service 
to public works, Clyburn has been a 

leader and advocate for public works 
improvements in h is home state of 
South Carol ina, as the replacement 
of the Cooper River Bridge in 
Charleston, improvements to to 
Highway 30 in Bamberg, the creation 
of an intermodal transportat ion 
center in Sumter, and funding for the 
Lake Marion Regional Water Agency, 
as well  as the state’s Intel l igent 
Transportat ion System’s electronic 
roadway signs. He has also advocated 
on the behalf of the state’s public 
works profession with his support of 
planners, engineers and designers.
 The APWA Citat ion for Exemplary 
Service to Public Works recognizes an 
eminent government or other public 
service leader for their far-reaching, 
posit ive impact on local, state or 
nat ional public works programs, 
services or pol icies.

Contributors include Julia Anastasio, 
Laura Berkey, Jim Fahey, Laura Bynum 
and Maggie Oldham. Meg Cunningham 
is editor. 
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Rep. Clyburn receiving the award with 
President Noel Thompson and Mayor Coble.


