
 

 

May 20, 2019 

 

The Honorable Lori Trahan     The Honorable Darin LaHood 

U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives 

1616 Longworth House Office Building    1424 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Representative Trahan and Representative LaHood: 

 

On behalf of the American Public Works Association (APWA) and its over 30,000 members across North America, we want to 

thank you for introducing H.R. 2776, the Stop Sewage Overflow Act. This legislation will help the numerous communities 

across the country that have combined sewer systems in dealing with potential releases of raw sewage during high precipitation 

events. 

 

APWA appreciates your work on this legislation and the fact that it increases funding for the Sewer Overflow and Stormwater 

Reuse Municipal Grant program to $500 million annually, as well as extends the program authorization through the year 2030. 

Additionally, this legislation will help prioritize communities that suffer from the most severe Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) 

issues so that they receive federal funding first. 

 

Finally, your legislation reduces the local match requirement for a federal grant through the program based upon the share of 

income that lower income households pay for sewer service. This revision of the program ensures that the communities most in 

need of assistance will receive vital support for their wastewater infrastructure projects. 

 

Each day public works professionals are diligently working to protect and maintain the critical infrastructure that is so essential 

to protecting our health and quality of life. Because of our shared commitment, APWA looks forward to continuing to work with 

you and your staff on this legislation to help public works professionals meet our water infrastructure challenges. If you have 

any questions, please contact Sean Garcia in our Washington, D.C. office at sgarcia@apwa.net or at 202-218-6734. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dave Lawry, PE    Scott Grayson 

President     Executive Director 
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