
 

 

March 6, 2018 

 

Mr. Roy E. Wright 

Deputy Associate Administrator for Insurance and Mitigation 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

500 C Street, SW 

Washington, DC  20472 

 

Re: APWA Comments on the Draft National Mitigation Investment Strategy NMIS Implementation Objectives 

 

ATTN: Mr. Wright  

 

On behalf of the more than 30,000 members of the American Public Works Association (APWA), we appreciate the 

opportunity to submit comments to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) about the National Mitigation 

Investment Strategy (NMIS) Implementation Objectives. Representing a key demographic, APWA serves professionals 

in all aspects of public works—a fact that sets it apart from other organizations and makes it an effective voice for public 

works throughout North America. APWA includes not only personnel from local, county, state/province, and federal 

agencies, but also private sector personnel.  

 

Strategies to incorporate mitigation should continue to be at the forefront of any sound emergency management 

planning. Representing public works professionals, who, in an emergency situation, are the first to arrive and the last to 

leave, APWA has likewise placed a major emphasis on mitigation efforts, through our Emergency Management Public 

Policy Priorities for the 115th Session of Congress: 

 

1) Planning-Provide for training and planning for disaster response 

2) Mitigation-Enable measures to minimize/eliminate the impact of disasters  

3) Communication-Support communication across sectors and platforms 

4) Coordination-Tie professionals together to effectively mitigate and respond 

5) Streamlining-Streamline funding, management and response mechanisms 

 

APWA concurs with many of the recommendations in the NMIS draft, specifically those emphasizing jurisdictions 

incorporate strong mitigation and planning efforts in preparation for disasters. Specifically, recommendation 6.4 of the 

NMIS draft: ‘the public and private sectors should encourage local and regional investment that enhance the 

security and resilience of infrastructure by supporting resilient design standards, and the planning and 

implementation of cross-jurisdictional and cross-sector capital improvement and other plans that address 

multiple and evolving human, technological, and natural threats and hazards’ is particularly relevant to our 

members, and therefore APWA strongly supports this recommendation. 

 



 

 

APWA looks forward to continuing to work with FEMA and other DHS partners to share information with our 

membership as well as provide comments on proposed federal regulation and rulemaking.   

 

APWA members pride themselves on being committed to public service by profession, and being a resource for federal 

initiatives is just another way we work to protect our communities. If APWA may be of further assistance, please 

contact Marty Williams, APWA Government Affairs Manager, at mwilliams@apwa.net or 202-218-6732. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of these comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Scott D. Grayson 

Executive Director  

American Public Works Association 
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